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February Village Agent News  
 
The spring flowers may be nodding their heads, bringing with them the hope of warmer days, but we still have a month or two 
of winter still ahead of us, and the cost-of-living crisis isn’t going away quietly! Below are some practical solutions that can 
make a big difference quickly, or your local Village Agent on 01823 331 222 and they can connect you to the right services for 
you and help make this winter a little less harsh. 
 
Petrol costs 
There are some great resources that allow you to find the nearest, cheapest fuel prices, https://www.petrolprices.com/ seems 
to be the best, with a handy downloadable app as well as a website.  
 
Community Larders/Fridges 
These are popping up all over the county where you pick up free food and household items, with no appointment or referral 
needed. Castle Cary, Frome, Shepton Mallet, Glastonbury, Cheddar, Henstridge are just a few places that have them. Call 
your Village Agent to find out if there is one near you, or visit https://www.hubbub.org.uk/the-community-fridge. 
 
Somerset County Council Household Support Fund  
This fund offers short-term urgent financial help to people in Somerset struggling to afford essentials such as buying food, 
paying for utility bills, or other items such as beds and white goods. It is an online application that I can help with if needed: 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/somerset-household-support-fund/  
  
Bishop Fox’s Educational Grant 
If you have children aged 11 - 24 years old that live or go to school in the former Borough of Taunton Deane, you could apply 
for a grant to help with uniform or equipment. You can also apply for university students with local connections. Call Sarah 
Olleranshaw on 01823 331 222 or visit https://www.bfef.org.uk/  
 
Surviving Winter grants 
CCS Village Agents distribute grants to older people struggling with their fuel bills or if they need to make their home warmer 
through small repairs and fixes. 
 
Somerset Warm Spaces 
These are local community hubs open in the day providing a warm place to be, company and often tea and biscuits! We are 
delighted that nearly all our 30 Talking Cafes are warm spaces. The website here https://sparksomerset.org.uk/find-warm-
welcome has a full map where you can find your local ‘Warm Space’ or call your local CCS Agent to find out where your 
nearest one is.  
 
Community Building or Community Group Support 
CCS (The Community Council for Somerset) has dedicated professionals who help community/charitable groups and hubs 
such as Village Halls to cope with increased overheads, grant finding and sustainability. Visit the website 
www.ccslovesomerset.org or call 01823 331222 to be connected to the right team member.  
 
Emotional Support 
More than winter blues? Mind in Somerset has a free 24/7 number you can call if you are worried about anything or are 
struggling with your mental health. Call 01823 276 892  or  0800 138 1692 
 
 
Just remember – if in doubt, give your Village Agent a shout! We are here to help Somerset thrive! 
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